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While many Redeemer students 
were busy earning tuition, working 
on tans or getting ahead in readings, 
three of Redeemer’s administrators 
were focusing their energies on 
the proposal for Redeemer’s new 
Bachelor of Education degree. Drs. 
Cooper, Ellens and Vriend were 
delighted in June by the approval 
of the Ontario government, though 
aware that this approval is merely 
the first step required by the 
Ontario College of Teachers before 
the B.Ed. is legitimized. 

As Registrar Richard Wikkerink 
explains, “degree-granting power 
opens the door to submit a proposal 
to the Ontario College of Teachers. 
The OCT will review a program 
that was approved by Faculty 
Council and Senate (the academic 
governing body of Redeemer). Drs. 
Cooper, Ellens and Vriend are key 
players in forming this program.” 
The proposed concurrent program 
will take five years to complete and 
requires both a major and minor, 
with the possibility of attaining an 
Honours major, depending on the 
chosen area of study. The program 
proposal targets primary, junior 
and intermediate grade levels, and 
will enable the graduate to attain a 
teaching position in both the public 
and Christian school systems. 

With the status to grant 
degrees already attained, and the 
anticipated OCT approval, the 
supporting legs of this program 
have been set in, place. However, 
before potential teachers may settle 
comfortably into the B.Ed degree 
at Redeemer, many challenges 
must be met. For example, courses 
must be adjusted to meet Ontario 
curriculum standards, and minor 
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restructuring must occur within 
the department. The ongoing 
challenge is {to maintain 
the integrity of Christian 
educators, while addressing the 
professional standards required 
by the OTC for all students. 


According to education 
professor Dirk Windhorst, 
“the OCT is concerned 
with preparing students 
well enough to be good 
teachers.” Redeem Strives 
to do the same, but without 
compromising the Christian 


witness. The OCT, however, 
may or may not appreciate this 
distinctly Christian approach to 
education. ! 

Student also share the 
excitement over this big 
step. Although they express 
some apprehension about 
the additional cost and time 
involved in the completion of 
this program, most appreciate 
the possibilities that eould be 
open to Redeemer. 

Similarly, at Opening 
Convocation this _——past 
Wednesday, Burlinj MPP 
Cam Jackson refi on 
Redeemer‘s increasing stature 
as an academic “ims 
Mr. Jackson exp 
excitement at the 
approval of the B.Ed 
and the  significar 
in respect this pr 
generate from the § 
community. 

The _ Registiar 
been busy 
inquiries from ‘interested students, 
and predicts that this is just the 
start of what will be a huge drawing 
card for students looking to further 
their education. This new program 
is geared for growth; greater 
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- unding MPP Cam Jackson congratulates Redeemer on its B.Ed. approval 


curriculum intensity, as well as 


' the increasing number of courses, 


requires more professors, and will 
draw more students. 

For a university that from 
its conception in 1982 has been 
under the scrutiny of government 
and society, the proposed growth 
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is both exciting and frightening. 


_As Redeemer University College 


expands into yet another sphere of 
academia, students, staff and faculty 
can celebrate while realizing the 
awesome responsibility that comes 
with proclaiming Christ’s Lordship 
over every inch of our campus. 


Redeemer’s Shepherds Welcome New Year 


BY DR. JUSTIN COOPER, 
REDEEMER PRESIDENT 


Welcome to campus and to 
this vibrant Christian academic 
community! It’s a great time to be 
studying at Redeemer, as the Lord 
continues to bless us in so many 
ways. Let’s use this opportunity 
for “Taking Every Thought 
Captive for Christ,” which is our 
theme for this year. 


We've been very busy this 
summer preparing for a record 
level enrolment of over 800 
students, including over 250 
first-year students. We’re excited 
that so many students from 
across Canada, the US, and 
other countries are interested in 
pursuing a Christian 

university education, 

and we trust that the 


preparations we have 
will enable us 
you better. 
We also thank you for 
patience with some of 


made 
to serve 


the things that are not 
quite finished. 

The east addition is 
all but complete and 
will be dedicated on 
October 4. I’m sure 
you've also noticed the 
new ‘Market’ and the expanded 
Campus Bookstore. Many other 
smaller improvements have also 
been made, as you will discover. 
We now own the view out the 
cafeteria and library windows 
and have additional room for 
expansion as enrolment increases. 
Our campus now includes just 
under 90 acres, with more land 
available for future growth! 

We also continue to plan for 
the new south wing or library/ 
classroom expansion of the 
academic building which is 
now slated for completion by 
September 2005 rather than 2004. 
This will give us more time to plan 


well, to raise funds for the project 
of about $6 million, and to have 
sufficient time to complete the 
construction well in time for the 
start of classes. 

More importantly than buildings 
and land, we have been blessed 
with 8 new faculty members in 
one year. Two will be joining us in 
January 2004, including Dr. Craig 
Bartholomew in the new Runner 
Chair in Philosophy. There are also 
many new staff members, whom 
we hope you will get to know. 

Finally, as you will read 
elsewhere, we have been approved 
for the Bachelor of Education 


degree, a real breakthrough and 
answer to prayer, and in June we 
also 


received the endorsement 

of the Hamilton City 
Council for a $4 
million SuperBuild 
Infrastructure grant 
to develop our 
campus. 

We need to continue 
to pray for God's 
favour as we now 
seek accreditation 
of our B.Ed. degree 
program from the 
Ontario College 
of Teachers and 
attempt to secure the 
approval of our SuperBuild grant 
application by the provincial 
government. Another matter for 
prayer: we will also be searching 
for a full-time Chaplain again this 
year to begin in August of 2004. 

As you can see, much has 
happened here at Redeemer this 
summer. And for all of it we give 
thanks to the Lord. It is our prayer 
that through these efforts your 
Christian university education will 
be more enriching and rewarding. 
We wish you the Lord’s blessing 
in your personal lives, academic 
work and campus activities, as 
together we “Take Every Thought 
Captive to Christ.” 


BY JOSH BAXTER, 
STUDENT SENATE PRESIDENT 


Look out Redeemer! The 
‘red shirts’ are back on campus, 
and are ready to make this an 
unforgettable year. That's right-- 
Senate has decided to keep those 
attractive red rugby shirts which 
stunned the fashion community 
last year. With the Senate 
Retreat already under their belts, 
Senators are prepared to carry 
the torch into another year full of 
excitement. 

Senate is composed of students 
that strive to glorify God by 
serving others. They represent 
the students and work to achieve 
their interests. By way of both 
Senate’s Activities 
Committee and the 
Spiritual & Services 
Committee (SASC), 
events are organized 
throughout the year 
to help — students 
build community 
on and off campus. 
Monthly events such 
as Coffee House 
and Hot Spot give 
students the chance 
to display their 
talents and have 
a lot of fun. In the winter, the 
Spiritual Retreat is a great chance 
for students to be challenged in 
their faith and grow as children 
of God. 

Senate has been active over 
the summer months with visible 
improvements to Redeemer’s 
campus. Have you enjoyed a 
late night outdoor volleyball 
game? Or sat under the stars on 
the patio outside the Rec. Centre 
enjoying your newest edition of 
Western Civilization? Well, now 
you can, with the new light that 
was installed over the summer. 
Give it a shot, and you'll notice 
that the fun doesn’t need to stop 


once the sun goes down, Senate is 
also pleased to announce that a 
bus shelter has been donated on 
behalf of the Alumni and HSR. 
While you stand there admiring 
the new shelter, take a ride on 
the bus as Senate has extended 
the bus service for this upcoming 
year. If you have any questions 
about HSR, be sure to stop by 
the main foyer on September 
12" during activity period for an 
open forum. 

With new faces and exciting 
ideas, returning students can 
anticipate refreshing changes 
around the school. If you have 
any questions or suggestions for 
Senate, stop by the office and have 
a chat with a Senator or come to 
Senate meetings on 
Tuesday nights in 
the boardroom. Of 
course, you can also 
always find Senators 
at activities such as 
the Senate BBQ on 
September 11" where 
you will be served 
supper with a smile. 
These are just a few 
ways that students 
can become more 
involved in the school 
and practice their 
right to have their voice heard. 

With ten elected students 
already serving on Senate, the 
family of Senators is looking to 
expand their numbers by adding 
three first-year students, Are you 
interest in getting involved with 
student government? Want to 
serve God by utilizing your gifts? 
Think you would look good in a 
red rugby shirt? Then make sure 
you drop off a nomination form, 
available in the Senate office at 
Room 114, between September 9" 
and 16", Be prepared to SERVE! 


— 


The Grown 
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*COMMENTARY:* 


Letter to the Editor 


To the many new students 
coming to Redeemer for the first 
time, welcome. And to the returning 
students, welcome back. It seems 
as if the academic year engulfs 
us as quickly as the summer has 
abandoned us. We are all coming 
here with goals and dreams, as well 
with ideas of how we will achieve 
them. I hope that during our time 
spent here we will all gain many 
fond memories. 

Let’s all take a moment to look 
into our futures. Some time down 
the road we will all look back and 
examine our lives. Some moments 
will make us smile, while others will 
make us cry. When we look back 
at our time spent at Redeemer, we 
will measure our academic success 
by our grades (I can already hear 
some crying), our degrees, and what 
we have done with them. But when 
we look back at our lives and our 
experiences here, we will measure 
our success not just by how much fun 
we had (though this is important), 
but even more by how we lived our 
lives to serve and grow closer to 
God. Many of our greatest memories 
will lie in the times when we were 
allowing God to work through us. 
So if this is true, then what are we 
doing to ensure that we have such 
memories and experiences? 

To the many of us who have 
moved here and are living in the 
area, a good first step would be to 
work hard to find a local church, 
and to get ourselves involved. It has 
been my observation over my years 
here that many students intend to 


do this, but never get around to 
settling in and going to the same 
place each week. I believe that it is 
as vital for us to be part of a local 
church community as it is for us 
to be involved in the Redeemer 
community. 

I would like to encourage all the 
students here to search out ways of 
being involved here at school and 
in the Redeemer community. Find 
on campus clubs to join. Find (or 
for some, start) a small prayer and 
Bible study group where you can 
be kept accountable. Have some 
fun in intramurals. Get involved 
serving locally. We should all meet 
new people, make new friends, 
and, most importantly, live our 
lives as sacrifices to Christ. Let's 
not just pack the auditorium for 
Church in the Box once a month, 
but also each week at Chapel. I 
truly believe that Redeemer is a 
training ground for the future 
leaders of the church, so let’s keep 
each other accountable and work 
towards such an end goal. Let's 
see what God can do through an 
entire campus working together to 
advance His kingdom. 

Oswald Chambers says that a life 
lived for God is to be “unutterably 
humble, unsulliedly pure, and 
absolutely devoted to God.” Let's 
now live our lives in such a way 
that when we look back we will see 
our success, not in what we did, 
but what God did through us. 


-Tim Amor 


extracurricular activities? Tuition is 
skyrocketing across the province, 
and Redeemer has never been an 
exception to high costs. So how 
do you know, when you're being 
handed your diploma, that you got 
your money’s worth? 

The answer all depends on whom 
you ask. Pose this question to a 
student with a double-digit GPA, 
and you might hear that graduating 
on the Dean’s List means you have 
succeeded at Redeemer. Ask an 
athlete of the year, or a choir jock, 
or a theatre star, and a different tune 
may be sung. Perhaps there is more 
to success than simply getting “A’s” 
scrawled across one’s papers. 

I sometimes worry that academics 
~ that is, course work and classroom 
learning = overshadow other kinds 
of development at Redeemer, such 
as social, interpersonal/teamwork, 
artistic, and leadership development. 
“Success” in these categories can 
be rather intangible and hard to 
measure, but ask graduates to identify 
their most valuable development, 
and academia may not be at the top 
of the list. 

Classroom success should not be 
the sole measure of achievement at 
Redeemer. I believe there is another 
path to success that is a surefire way 
of ensuring that when you graduate, 

ou will feel a sense of achievement. 


GET INVOLVED. Everybody 
has talent, but not everybody seizes 
the chance to use that talent here 
at Redeemer... If you have musical 
skills, join a praise band, Church in 
the Box, or the choir, If athletics were 
your strong suit in high school, make 
sure you get on some teams here at 
Redeemer. If you can write well, offer 
your talents to The Crown, The Minstrel 
or to Imago, the creative writing club. 
If you thrive on pursuing justice, join 
the student solidarity local. There is a 
myriad of extracurricular groups on 
this campus - all you need to qualify 
are drive and dedication. 

Getting involved is invariably 
worth the time, energy and sacrifice. 
Learning to lead, as well as learning 
to be led, is critical for living life after 
school, and the diverse experiences 
offered by Redeemer’s clubs, artists 
and teams can often prove more 
valuable than the specific, technical 
“book knowledge” gained from 
most of the courses in our academic 
calendar. 

Check out the What's Happening? 
booklet for synopses of the 
extracurricular groups out there, or 
talk to any Student Senate member 
for more info. If you provide the 
effort and determination, any of 
Redeemer’s clubs will reward you 
with valuable skills and experience. 

If academia is not your strong 
suit, or even your primary focus at 
Redeemer, don’t be disappointed. An 
involved student is as successful as an 
uninvolved honour roll student - and 
often richer as well. 


Ten Pillars of Redeemer 


BY DR. HARRY VAN DYKE 


Have you ever 
studied the Five 
Pillars of Islam? 


Or Lawrence 
of Arabia’s 
Seven Pillars 
of Wisdom? 
Perhaps you 
have, but what 
about the Ten 
Pillars of Redeemer University 


College? --- Yes, I think I can make 
out at least ten solid supports of 
Redeemer College and it might be a 
good thing to identify them so that 
we can appreciate them better and 
use them in promoting the college. 


I. THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST 

As an institution we make a 
confession that is so broad and all- 
inclusive that nothing in the world 
could be more comprehensive. It 
is found in the motto that appears 
below our coat of arms: AGNnus De1, 
Omnium Rex. That says it all, The 
Lamb of God is Lord of all. Of all! 
Nothing excepted. So university 
studies, too, fall under the lordship of 
Christ. That confession gives all of us 
a fixed identity and a firm confidence 
in the meaningfulness of our work. 
We know whom we serve and under 
whose lordship we labour. We will 
not let Him down. The confession of 
Christ the King is seen everywhere at 
Redeemer. It is even reflected in the 
name of this paper, the Crown, and 
in the name of our yearbook, Anno 
Domini. C. S. Lewis had a neat way 
of confessing the same thing when he 
said, “There is not a square inch or 
a split second in the whole universe 
that is not claimed by God .. .” This 
is our pillar number one. 


Il. ASUPPORTING 


COMMUNITY 

So we have a Lord. We also have 
a supporting community, the Lord’s 
people. Let’s get concrete. Of the 
total cost of educating a student at 
Redeemer, roughly three-fourths 
is covered by tuition fees. Where 
does the other 25 per cent come 
from---those thousands upon ten 
thousands of dollars? No, not from 
the government. From _ free-will 
contributions. By people who believe 
in Redeemer College and love the 
institution. Many send us personal 
cheques in the mail. Over a thousand 


people are voting members and 
pay annual dues. Nearly a hundred 
churches pass the collection plate for 
the college and remit the proceeds 
to Ancaster. The gifts pour into the 
front office week after week, or else 
are picked up by our development 
staff. To be sure, some gifts are small, 
very small - scarcely worth the cost 
of processing them. A few are large, 
very, very large; these put fund drives 
into overdrive and royally spill over 
into building funds. But, large or 
small, each gift is received with 
gratitude, because each represents a 
generous heart - and most likely, a 
praying soul. For where your money 
goes, your prayers follow. Our 
supporting community prays for 
the college, daily in home devotions, 
weekly in church services. We shall 
not let them down. 


Ill. CURRICULUM 

Despite its size, Redeemer has a 
respectable curriculum, Our faculty 
can teach in 23 different disciplines 
and programs. Students are being 
intellectually formed with serviceable 
insights for a life of serving the Lord. 
And, not to forget, alongside the 
official “curriculum” there is the 
co-curriculum, The co-curriculum 
comprises all those activities that 
go on outside classroom, lab and 
library. I live off campus and know 
not half of what goes on in this co- 
curriculum, But anyone can see its 
effect. Students are being shaped 
here for life, socially and spiritually. 


IV. RESIDENCES 

The co-curriculum is _ greatly 
stimulated by our living, 
arrangement. A majority of students 
live in residence, but not in halls 
that resemble barracks or apartment 
blocks. They live in self-contained 
units with 6 to 8 persons. “Dorm 
mates” share life together, cook and 
clean together, have meals together, 
laugh, pray, argue and play together, 
as a unit. This creates a bond, 
sometimes for life. The narrative of 
our college’s history, contained in 
former president De Bolster’s book 
Stepping Forward in Faith, explains 
how the choice of townhouse-style 
residences was practically forced 
upon us from day one. It was a 
good gift of God’s providence, really, 
because our vibrant student life has 
been a mainstay all these 20 years, 
A few other universities have since 
copied this living arrangement. 


we are (still) small; let's enjoy 


it while we can. But, clearly, 
we all have distinctive tasks 
and callings---a student is not a 
professor and an administrator 
is not a maintenance person. Yet 
from the very beginning in 1982 
I have seldom noticed anybody, 
how shall I put it, “pulling rank” 
on anybody or acting snobbishly. 
We have all put our shoulders to 
the wheel and are pushing in the 
same direction. We feel connected. 
I may be a mechanical klutz with 
two left hands who sometimes asks 
stupid and therefore bothersome 
questions, but I can always sit down 
with our technicians and have 
lunch with them in the cafeteria. A 
friend of mine once remarked that 
you can feel the pulse of a college 
by observing what goes on in the 
cafeteria. He can visit Redeemer’s 
any time! On a ¢ertain night each 
week he can observe the President 
having supper with a round table 
of students, 


VI. SCRIPTURAL DIRECTION 
Our campus community of 
living and learning is known as a 
“religious university.” And why? 
Because we do not flounder in 
a sea of opinions and an ocean 
of individual preferences, but in 
everything we have Scripture as 
our norm and guide. Now any self- 
respecting university studies the 
Bible as literature, as the greatest 
book to have shaped Western 
civilization. But at Redeemer the 
Bible is also revelation. Scripture 
has authority over us, It has 
“normative bearing” on scholarly 
inquiry-~-in a fundamental way that 
touches on the nitty-gritty minutiae 
of scholarship. | was deeply moved 
during that beautiful moment at 
convocation last week when we 
heard our five new professors make 
their vow to teach in a Scripturally- 
directed manner. (What that might 
all entail is outlined on page 6 of 
the Calendar.) Scripture directs us, 
and we all are pledged to bow to 
what it says. Next to the lordship 
of Christ, our submission to his 
Word is perhaps our second most 
important pillar. 


VII. INTEGRALITY 

Our great need for a norm 
ard guide is not imaginary, for 
a university is a war zone. As 
President Cooper put it in his 
convocation address: Academic 
scholarship is a battleground! Not 
that we fight with secular colleagues 
at other universities, but we combat 
the spirits they testify to and stand 
for. We need to put on the mind of 
Christ daily - his meekness as well as 
his prophetic fire - to be able to pull 
down the strongholds of intellectual 
hubris and scientific blind alleys and 
expose the vain imaginations and 
specious arguments that academics 
come up with once they have closed 
their hearts and minds to revelation. 
Dr. Cooper encouraged us to engage 
in this struggle, not timidly, but 
boldly and aggressively. The apostle 
Paul enjoins us to subject every 
thought to obedience to Christ (2 
Cor. 10:4,5). That is a tall order! It 
is just not enough to aim for a kind 
of incidental Christian scholarship, 
the kind that strives for intellectual 
rigour and academic quality but 
which always keeps “worldly” 
learning at arm’s length and reserves 
the right to repudiate excesses like 
biological evolutionism, historical 
materialism, or — psychological 
behavourism. Nor will it do to 
promote some sort of instrumental 
Christian scholarship that pursues 
excellence in learning in order to 
acquire the tools to contribute to 
the improvement of society and 
the well-being of our fellow-man. 
Both kinds leave scholarship as such 
untouched, No, our struggle reaches 
far deeper. It is to teach and learn 
integral Christian scholarship. 


VIII. NEOCALVINISM 

For that great struggle, Redeemer 
College has been given a_ very 
promising start by its founding 
fathers. Those who began this college 
wanted it to work in the Neocalvinist 
tradition, That particular Reformed 
tradition has much to offer that is 
Christianly helpful to academic 
pursuits. Redeemer can draw on a 
strong, theological tradition, witness 
the names of Bavinck, Schilder, De 
Graaf. Redeemer can also draw on 
a mature philosophical tradition. 
This especially is the envy of many 
other institutions. Neocalvinism 
first emerged in nineteenth-century 
Holland and is represented by such 
names as Kuyper, Dooyeweerd, 
Popma, Smit, van Riessen, 
Goudzwaard, and many others. 
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What ties them together is not so 
much ethnicity as it is Reformed 
Christian thinking. That is why 
the list continues with names like 


Runner, Strauss, Botha, Wolters, 
Clouser, and others. Each of them 
has contributed to the elaboration 
of a comprehensive and_ richly 
textured worldview that seeks to be 
rooted in the Bible. And this biblical 
worldview provides a _ unique 
framework for grappling with the 
very concepts and methodologies 
of the academic disciplines. In 
fact, it often prompts Christian 
scholars to revise their assumptions 
and rephrase their questions. In 
essence, it penetrates entire bodies 
of knowledge with the leaven of 
the gospel. The result, at the best of 
times, is teaching and learning that you 
can get at no other university! This is 
Redeemer’s strong point, the pound 
or talent it has been given to work 
with, the vision that drives us, the 
calling that beckons us. 

I have been paraphrasing 
The Cross and Our Calling, the 
recently published pamphlet that 
sets forth Redeemer’s identity and 
vision. Try to get a copy of it and 
study it. It is a statement of one of 
the chief pillars on which this whole 
enterprise rests. 


IX. “POSTMODERN” 

Deeply entrenched in the world 
of secular learning are all sorts of 
man-made ideas and _ self-chosen 
ideals. This time I will quote the 
complete sentence from C. S. Lewis: 
“There is not a square inch or a 
split second in the whole universe 
that is not claimed by God and 
counterclaimed by Satan.” For all 
the many valid partial insights of 
secular scholarship, from which we 
can all thankfully profit, the way the 
problems are formulated and the 
framework in which the solutions 
are worked out often amount 
to distortions of created reality. 
Sometimes they clearly betray a 
commitment to an ideology. And 
ideologies are at bottom idolatries, 
as Professor Koyzis demonstrates 
in his recent book, Political Visions 
and Illusions. |Koyzis quotes 
Goudzwaard where he points out 
that idolatries have a tendency to 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 
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eCAMPUS AND AREA NEWS» 


BY AMYANN FAUL 


Today it was 
the sunlight 
streaming 
through the crack 
in the top of my 
“lovely” rose fire- 
retardant curtains 


that woke me 
from a_ peaceful 
and ___ refreshing 


sleep. I was not disturbed over night 
by the unfamiliar sensations of a new 
room, and I did not wake at 4:00 a.m. 
to the low rumble of my roommate’s 
snores. I awoke this day to the sun 
in a room already filled with shared 
love, laughter and tears. The animal- 
themed bed sheets across from me 
are no longer foreign; in fact, they 
are comforting, and now somehow 


MOVING IN 


FIRST YEAR PERSPECTIVES ON THE GREAT TRANSITION 


go well with the medieval fantasy 
motif in my half of the room. 

I came to Redeemer at the 
beginning of the week with few 
expectations. | suppose I didn’t want 
to be disappointed if the reality of 
university proved lesser than the 
ideal, and I had given my coming 
time here to the almighty hands 
of Jesus. After all, He knew where 
and with whom I was best placed. 
Did He ever! My roommate is in all 
ways (besides the snoring) an angel, 
and my “dormees” share many of 
the same interests, passions and 
personality traits as myself, I have 


found studying, prayer, biking, 
worshipping, dancing, story-and- 
secret sharing, laughter-and-tear 


bearing partners in all of them, and 
it is only the end of the first week! 
Every single person I’ve met (inside 


and outside my dorm) has been 
amazingly welcoming, accepting 
and gracious. Coming from the 
public school system, the warmth 
of Redeemer’s Christ-loving faculty 
and student body is indescribable. | 
am truly blessed. 

Yet, even in the midst of all the 
joy and blessings, this Wednesday, 
the one day I found myself outside 
of all the hype of frosh week, 
I had time to miss. I sat on my 
freshly cleaned dorm carpet, my 
back against my star-spangled 
bed covers, the smooth vocals of 
Third Day’s Live Worship album 
in my ears, and wept. We were all 
warned that it would happen. “It’s 
all part of the transition phase,” I 
believe were my RAs exact words. 
And so I let the tears flow for all 
the craziness of the move-in and 


the first week information-overload 
and for all the pangs of missing 
home and family and all the jolts of 
uncertainty and anxiety of entering 
unknown territory. And then, in 
a seeming instant, the tears were 
gone, the pain subsided and I was 
back to wanting to enter every club 
and participate in every activity and 
event Redeemer has to offer. Now, 
the last day of my very first week, 
I don’t want to call home because it 
will take up too much of the time that 
could otherwise be spent on extra- 
curricular exploits (or, obviously, 
studying). And momentarily, it 
seems almost impossible that I will 
ever find the skills to balance my 
social and extra-curricular life with 
academic achievements (with time 
left for my family) and still make 
Christ the center of it all. I know 


somehow, that if I just trust Him and 
seek Him above all else, the rest will 
follow just like He promised. 

In one of our (many) devotional 
evenings this week, I likened the 
beginnings of our stay at Redeemer 
to “camp”. Many agreed and one 
added, “I can’t believe we're here 
‘til April!” As soon as it was said, 
a feeling of deep dread pierced the 
pits of my stomach. How could 
I possibly live in this new place 
with all these new people for eight 
months? Today, surrounded by the 
love of my not-so-new peers and the 
ever-present power of my Saviour, 
this once all-pervasive feeling is far 
from my heart. I wonder if perhaps 
today my transition phase is almost 
through; for this golden morning, | 
could stay until May. 


BY NATALIE ARMSTRONG 
On Friday, 
August 29, at 
11:30° am, I 
walked through 
the doors of 
Redeemer in 
preparation for 
my first year 
as a_ university 
student. Like many first years, my 
parents accompanied me, partially 
for support, but, more importantly, 
to fill out the necessary cheques 
for my tuition. I decided that early 
registration would be the easiest 
route to take, so a premature trip to 
R.U.C. was planned. 

Feeling like I stepped back into 
grade 9, I was tossed into a sea of 


many unknown faces, including the 
extremely mature looking fourth- 
year students who were registering 
as well. Once again, like the early 
days of high school, I didn’t know 
exactly where I was going or what I 
was supposed to do. Although I am 
a little embarrassed to say it, I am 
thankful my mom and dad were there 
to point me in the right direction, 
and, of course, to sign the cheques. 
Three days later, on the first day of 
September, I was back and ready for 
action. Equipped with my very own 
movers, my brother and my dad, I 
made it into room 301 of Augustine 
Hall with great ease. Unpacking, I 
scrambled to find everything that had 
been shoved and stuffed into boxes at 
the last minute. As I unpacked and 
decorated my room, the five other 


girls in 301 did as well, each with 
their own unique style and taste. 
Already knowing two of them, | 
felt fairly confident with the girls 
in 301, and as I met the other three, 
I decided that this year was going 
to be full of interesting experiences, 
growth, and most importantly, a 
great deal of fun. 

In no time, my life was unpacked 
and my room began to feel like 
my very own, even though, unlike 
ever before, I had a roommate. 
My roommate and | have similar 
interests, and have even found that 
we keep a similar pace when going 
for jogs. Iam fairly confident that 
we will get along well for the year, 
and that having a roommate will be 
a growing experience. 


Along. .with the. growing 


experience of a roommate, I know 
that there will be many other ways 
I will grow emotionally, spiritually, 
and intellectually at Redeemer. 

A few days have passed now 
since the day of moving into 
Augustine Hall, and I can now look 
back and reflect a little on it. The 
first day seemed to flash by in a fury 
of first year meetings, introductions, 
and new faces. Already many 
opportunities have been given, not 
only to myself, but to all the first 
year students, as athletic teams, 
school events, and community 
activities begin to gear up. 

I have found that frustrations 
are minimal, although not having 
access to the internet as I write this is 
killing me! (But I know that people 
are working extremely hard to have 


it up and running again.) 

Looking out my window right 
now, I can see a school where | 
know I will fit in. There is always 
something going on. Across to the 
soccer field, I can see a practice 
going on. There are other people 
shooting around on the outdoor 
basketball courts, while a few 
others play tennis. I look forward 
to participating and heading full 
throttle into many events. 

There is no doubt in my mind that 
this year, and my years to follow at 
Redeemer, will be action packed and 
full of fun. As courses begin and 
life starts to unravel, I will continue 
to feel more comfortable with my 
surroundings and university living 
as a whole. 


BY LOUIZANDRE DAUPHIN 


As moths to a 
flame, we have 
returned to 
school, drawn 
by the lure 
of academia. 
Upper-year 
students will 
be stepping 
onto —_ familiar 
territory, ready 
to tackle the books. For others, this 
is a completely new environment. 
University life: it is regarded with 
both anticipation and apprehension. 

As a transfer student from 
McMaster University, I am familiar 
with university life, but entering a 
new academic establishment has 
caused me to feel like I did back in 
my first year...new. 


Moving from a_ school who's 
population is larger than the town 
in which I grew up (Kapuskasing has 
a population of about 9,000) to one 
that is smaller than my high school 
may have caused my perspective 
to become a little distorted. But, 
nevertheless, I will share with 
you my impressions of Redeemer 
University College. 

First off, Redeemer is cozy. With 
all classrooms and facilities in 
one building, everything is easily 
accessible. No longer will I have to 
sprint from one end of campus to the 
other in order to make it to my next 
class in good time. Also, the size of 
the school contributes to a noticeably 
greater sense of community and the 
attitudes of the students and staff 
caused me to feel truly welcome, 
rather than just another number. 

Secondly, the school is clean. This 


is much appreciated coming from a 
school where empty containers and 
various wrappers are left orphaned 
on cafeteria tables, or abandoned 
on the hallway floor, or where gum 
is left no other choice but to cling to 
the underside of a chair, patiently 
waiting for a stray hand to find 
it. It’s a welcome change to see 
garbage receptacles respected and 
an absence of questionable smells 
emitting from the washrooms, 
but I do have issues with the state 
of the counter tops in the men’s 
washrooms...water is discarded 
more efficiently when it is left to 
drain in the sink and not forced to 
evaporate on the counter top. 
Thirdly, the academic 
environment differs greatly from 
the one I found at McMaster. The 
first thing I noticed was the size 
of my first class; there were only 


30 students. At McMaster, my first 
class had an attendance list 450 
strong, exceeding the capacity of the 
lecture hall in which it was held. I 
also welcome the fact that every 
student has an academic advisor, 
which means that one is never just a 
number and always has a connection 
to the faculty at school. All these 
are differences that I appreciate, 
but the most important difference 
would have to be the God-centered 
environment. In a world that 
is turning farther away from its 
Creator, it is wonderful to be in a 
place that seeks to honour God and 
not merely rely on the strength and 
ideas of feeble man. 

Finally, as a commuting student, 
I felt right at home watching the 
city bus pass me by, too full of St. 
Thomas More students to stop and 
pick me up, leaving me with the 


only option of a brisk one-hour walk 
to campus. I am thankful that the 
HSR will be making runs for those 
with night classes, so my night-time 
walk down Garner road will not 
have to be repeated. Due to my 
transportation situation, I have not 
been able to participate in many of 
the Orientation week activities, but 
I am looking forward to meeting 


fellow classmates and _ possibly 
joining a few clubs. 
Overall, my first impressions 


of Redeemer have been entirely 
positive, and I am looking forward 
to a wonderful year of learning 
and growing. To all the students 
and staff at Redeemer University 
College, may God richly bless you 
and may He give you the grace to 
walk in the light of His word and 
take every thought captive for Him. 


The Grown 
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Redeemer Student Running in Provincial Election 


BY MICHAEL TROLLY 

My name is Michael Trolly, and 
I am a second year humanities and 
music student here at Redeemer. 
Some of you may have heard that 
last week | filed nomination 
papers to run in the Ontario 
election on October 2nd, as 
the Family Coalition Party 
candidate in Ancaster-Dundas- 
Flamborough-Aldershot 
(Redeemer’s riding). Some 
of you have reacted to this 
excitedly, telling me that you 
support my candidacy; some 
of you might be wondering 
why I would do such a thing. 
This article is an attempt 
to explain my reasons for 
running, what the platform of 
the Family Coalition Party is, and 
what I hope to accomplish by this 
campaign. 

Politics is a field that has interested 
me from an early age. At that time, I 
began to appreciate the fact that 
Canadians live in a democratic 
country, and noticed that the system 
only well when citizens 
work diligently for just laws and 
good government. For this reason, I 
have always been willing to involve 
myself in politics when I felt that 
there was a need to do so. I believe 
that this is a time in the history of our 
nation when there is a definite need 
for people—even those who would 
not ordinarily wish to be involved 
in politics—to participate in some 
of the debates that we currently face 
about the future of our society. 

Many of you will immediately 


works 


think of the issue of marriage, 
This is an issue where the voices 
of many Canadians are not being 
heard clearly. Some have been 
convinced that to not support same- 
sex marriage is bigoted and hateful, 


which is not the 
case at all. Those 
who support 
same-sex marriage 
make the claim 
that marriage is 
simply a_ legal 
contract between 
two persons. 


Certainly | respect 
the right of two 
persons to make 
a legal contract, 
but this does 
not accurately reflect the views of 
Canadians on what marriage is 
and means. With the redefinition of 
marriage, the courts have moved far 
beyond a question of legal equity, 
and have made dramatic changes 
to a foundational social institution 
that has deep cultural and religious 
roots. That three provincial judges 
may decide what constitutes a 
marriage is deeply disturbing; that 
the decision was not appealed to 
the Supreme Court of Canada is not 
acceptable. I am reluctant to vote 
to re-elect a provincial government 
that dealt with this situation in this 
manner. 

There are other reasons why | 
have chosen to support the Family 
Coalition Party (FCP). Since over 
the course of my life I have been 
educated in various ways, including 
home schooling, public and private 


high school, and distance education, 
I see the value of parental choice 
in education. Each family should 
have the right to choose to direct tax 
dollars to the method of education 
that best serves the needs of their 
children. The FCP supports giving 
parents that opportunity. 

The FCP supports increasing 
the basic personal exemption for 
provincial income taxes to $14,000 
per year. This would remove 
many low-income families from 
the tax rolls altogether, freeing up 
much needed income for household 
expenses, something that should 
help to reduce child poverty. This 
provides an economic stimulus, 
while at the same time helping those 
who need tax relief most. To me, it 
makes little sense to tax incomes of 
those who work for minimum wage. 

The party also has an innovative 
solution to maintain 
public health care while 
encouraging people to 
not abuse the system. 
The government would 


deposit $2000 for 
adults and $1000 for 
children in a Medical 


Savings Account every 
year. The government 
would also _ provide 
health insurance for 
each individual to 
cover expenses over 
that amount. Any 
money left in the MSA 
at the end of the year 
would be deposited 
into an RRSP for that 
person. In some ways 


this system resembles how the 
Redeemer food plan operates this 
year. Students are encouraged to 
budget more carefully, but in case of 
real need, Student Life has promised 
that nobody will go hungry. In a 
similar way, the government would 
still provide health insurance, as it 
does now, except that if a person 
has money left over in their MSA, 
it would go toward their pension. 
Public health coverage remains, 
people are encouraged to not use 
the system frivolously, and those 
who do not need the money for 
medical expenses have it reinvested 
into their future. This strikes me as 
a win-win situation. The FCP also 
believes strongly in the sanctity of 
human life, and would support the 
elimination of funding for elective 
abortions. 

What do I| hope to gain from this 
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experience? I believe that nobody 
should go into politics with the hope 
of personal power; on the other hand, 
I do believe that a sincere political 
candidate can work to empower the 
voters to make the right decisions 
for their country. For this reason, | 
am not encouraging people to vote 
for me or my party as much as | 
am asking them to take seriously 
their responsibility to vote wisely 
For those of us who profess to be 
Christians, voting wisely certainly 
includes prayerful consideration of 
the issues and persons involved. 
Apart from that, I am looking 
forward to the opportunity to hear 
your concerns, and gain experience 
in serving you in whatever area | 
can. Please do your best to make 
it out to vote on election day, and 
please let me know if you have any 
questions about my campaign. 


Q&A With 
Computer Services 


BY DAN POSTMA 


The Crown recently had an 
opportunity to interview the head 
of Redeemer’s Computer Services 
department, Chris Knowles. He told 
us of some of the exciting summer 


developments for Redeemer’s 
network, as well as a glance at future 
plans. 

Crown: What are some of the 


improvements that have been made 
since students left in April? 

CK: The troublesome proxy server 
of last year is gone! Yay! It has been 
replaced by an improved firewall 
for the entire campus, featuring an 
increased level of security, while 
still maintaining Redeemer’s code 
of ethics as it applies to Internet 
connectivity. 

Another exciting development is 

the of wireless Internet 
technology to the “Blue Castle,” 
the “Pres. Res.” and several nearby 
student houses. 
With the installation 
of a new firewall to replace the 
proxy, what kind of limitations 
should Redeemer students expect 
to find? What kind of policy 
does Information Services have 
regarding computer games within 
the academic building? 

CK: Internet access limitations 
will be the same as before. We are 
still running WebSense in it’s original 
configuration. Internet access rights 
and limitations are uniform across 
the campus. One limitation is that 
peer_to_peer file sharing to the 
internet is being blocked in the 
interest of preserving our bandwidth 
for academic use. In terms of 
software installation, students may 
install any software they want to 
on their own personal computers. 
However, since no student has 
personal ownership of any computer 
in the academic building, we ask that 
they refrain from installing anything 
on the school’s computers. 

Crown: What made Redeemer 
decide to move ahead with wireless 
connectivity? 

CK: Money was the primary 
factor. The cost to run a trench 


extension 


Crown: 


to the Pres Res. and Blue 
Castle residences was going 
to be prohibitive, including 


approximately $40,000 to Pres. 
Res. on its own. Alternatively, 
installation of wireless to Pres.Res. 
Blue Castle, and provision for 


houses on Kitty Murray Lane, was 
only approximately $12,000. 

Crown: What does the dawn of 
wireless mean for the academic 
building, the dorms, and the 
whole campus? Can anyone on 
Redeemers property use wireless 
Internet freely? 

CK: No. At this point, only those 
students living in the Blue Castle 
and the Pres. Res. will have Internet 
access, where once they didn't. 
The buildings themselves will be 
wired with copper, so that standard 
ethernet will still work. 

There is the possibility of wireless 
access points offering campus-wide 
wireless Internet at some point 
in the future, but it is not in our 
immediate plans. 

Crown: What is the latest in 
the Datatel installation? Could 
you provide a brief synopsis of 
DataTel for new students, as well 
as an update on the installation’s 
progress? 

We are now using Datatel software 
to do the University’s finances and 
payroll, Admissions functions and 
Registrarial functions. At present, 
we are in the process of migrating 
historical student information from 
the old system. 

Datatel is a company which sells 
a product called “Colleague” to 
post secondary institutions. It is 
an integrated system designed to 
manage Finance, student records, 
admissions ete, 

Crown: Do you have anything 
else to add? 

We are working very hard to 
provide reliable internet access to 
everyone on campus. The purpose 
of this access is to assist students 
in their academic study. An added 
benefit is that it provides students 
with a vehicle to maintain contact 
with family and friends. 

We ask that everyone respect 
the rights of others who share the 
network, who deserve an equal 
share of the bandwidth available. 
With everyone’s cooperation we will 
have a great year. 
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Ontario Student Solidarity Local Launches at RUC 


BY BRIAN DIJKEMA 


On Friday, students at Redeemer’s 
Club Showcase were treated to the 
regular gambit of clubs. The usual 
suspects were present: the outdoors 
club, the Imago and the Minstrel, 
club basketball and even an obscure 
group in togas, However, one new 
club should have caught the eye. It, 
too, might have seemed as obscure 
as the toga-wearing boys. The 
backboard screamed words like 
JUSTICE! LIVE! And OSSL!!! 

At this point one might begin to 
wonder what the words “justice,” 
“live” and the four letters of O-S-S-L 
are doing in the same sentence. I'm 
hoping that the reasons for this will 
be clear by the time you are finished 
reading this article. 

What exactly is the OSSL? The 
Ontario Student Solidarity Local 
is a group started by a number of 
Redeemer students who wanted to 
affirm the role of Christ’s gospel in 
their work and their studies. The 
OSSL assumes that Christ is Lord 
over every single piece of creation, 
and they seek to identify how we 
can manifest that Lordship in our 
every-day experiences. Work is one 
of these experiences, something in 
which we all participate. Whether 
working on studies, making nails at 


a local steel factory, dealing in the 
business world, or creating an artistic 
masterpiece, we all must work, Itisa 
reality that is part of life. 

If we are to take Paul seriously 
when he says “to live is Christ,” and 
if we all understand that work is a 
necessary part of that life, a question 
must be asked: how does Christ 
affect my work as a student? Does 
Christ really care about how I make 
nails out of steel? Can this portrait 
exhibit Christ? Can the way | do 
business or politics be approached 
in a Christ-like way? What is justice? 
How is it lived out in my work? 
These are all questions that the OSSL 
will examine this year with you, the 
students of Redeemer. 

Another task of OSSL is the 
pursuit of justice, which they are 
undertaking in a number of ways. 
First, OSSL is campaigning for the 
release of a number of Cubans who 
were arrested for their involvement 
with a Christian trade union. We 
plan to stage a massive letter 
writing campaign to the Cuban and 
Canadian governments in the hopes 
of provoking the release of these 
men. 

We are also planning a major 
event for October 17, called “Live 
Justice,” in order to raise awareness 
of this specific cause. If you stopped 


by our booth on Friday you likely 
received a postcard with its details. 
We are planning on featuring two 
major Christian artists, Bill Mallonee 
(former headman for the Vigilantes 
of Love, www.billmallonee.net) and 
Annie Quick (www.anniequick.com). 
Also speaking will be the editors 
of the online magazine Culture is 
Not Optional (www.cultureisnotopt 
ional.com), Kirstin and Rob Vander 
Giessen-Reitsma. 

OSSL plans on being active this 
year, with regular discussion panels, 
debates, and film fests that help us 
further our understanding of the 
reality of Christ in our work, 

We encourage you to join the 
OSSL’s Redeemer chapter! It is 
a club that won’t burden you 
with unattainable tasks, or with 
incomprehensible theories, Rather, 
we hope to serve as a stimulus to 
our campus, encouraging Christ-like 
action, Check out the website for 
our October event (www.clac.ca/ 
livejustice) and follow the links to 
our homepage! 

If you are looking to join, you can 
email any one of our board members: 
Jared Mosterd (jmoster@redeemer.on 
.ca), Anna Lensink (alensin@redeem 
er.on.ca), or Brian Dijkema (bdijkem 
a@redeemer.on.ca), or through ICM. 
Hope to see you around! 


Church in the Quad 


BY RICH GREYDANUS 


On the first Sunday of the 
academic year, Redeemer offered to 
its students “Church in the Quad.” 
As a faith-based community, it was 
important to provide a worship 
service for particularly the first- 
year students, many of whom are 
not yet connected to a church in the 
Hamilton area. 

The service, which was scheduled 
to start at 10:30, began a few minutes 
late as the last of approximately 300 
students trickled in. 

Dr. Mike Fallon, husband to 
Eileen Fallon of Student Life, and 
the Christian Reformed chaplain at 
McMaster University, spoke. His 


message focused on how Christian 
spirituality grounded in a love for 
God demanded that we also love one 
another. For how is it possible for a 
person to have a strong relationship 
with God while not extending that 
love to those around him or herself? 

Practical opportunities to exercise 
our faith are continually available to 
us. The years spent at Redeemer, Dr. 
Fallon said, offer students a chance 
to explore the Christian faith in an 
encouraging environment. It was 
his hope that people would use this 
opportunity to grow in their faith. 

A group of students (looking like a 
mixture of Student Senate and Alpha 
Praise) led the praise and worship 
portion of the service. The offering 
was taken for The Living Rock, a 
youth drop-in center at which quite 


a number of Redeemer students 
have volunteered in previous years. 

Though the service may have 
contained mainly elements 
associated with amore contemporary 
evangelical Christianity, the 
school’s conservative Dutch roots 
shone through as a large bag of 
peppermints was passed through 
the crowd. 

It is important for Redeemer 
students to get connected with 
a local congregation in the area. 
This service, which was a one-time 
offering, served as an introduction 
to students encouraging them to 
look beyond Redeemer for a church 
home. Representing Student Senate, 
Michael Arce spoke at the end of the 
service about a Church Showcase 
that will take place in early October. 
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Latest Harry Potter Novel A Darker Saga 


BY RICH GREYDANUS 


This summer saw the publication 
of the fifth installment of J.K. 
Rowlings’ Harry Potter series, The 
Order of the Phoenix. This much- 
anticipated book has again drawn 
praise and criticism from a variety 
of quarters. Christian response has 
been among the most varied, with 
reactions ranging from appreciation 
for its honest look at a young 
boy's coming of age to violent 
condemnation for its portrayal of 
magic and the petty childishness 
of relationships between different 
characters. 

Lord Voldemort has returned, 
although the Ministry of Magic 
denies this fact. Albus Dumbledore 
resurrects the Order of the Phoenix, 
which he had organized before the 
boy wizard’s birth to oppose the rise 
of the Dark Lord. 

Harry Potter has again spent 
his summer with the Dursley 
family. He has received very 
little communication from his 
fellow Hogwart’s students, and 
he anxiously wonders about what 
Voldemort is up to. 

Thus Harry spends his days in 
a bad mood. On top of being cut 
off from any news of Voldemort’s 
movements, he has in the back of 
his mind the death of Cedric (which 
occurred at the end of book four, The 
Goblet of Fire), a friend and fellow 


Books 


BY DR. JACOB ELLENS 


To urge the 
reading of a 
list of books 
is a daunting 
thing. There 
are many 
books that I 
know to be 
of importance 
which I have 
not yet read. 
Further, because of the busyness 
of life, 1 know I will never get to 
some of them. Even more perilous 
for one who presumes to write a 
recommendation of this kind, there 
are noteworthy books that I have 
never encountered. 

This introduction should suffice 
to let you, the reader, and myself, 
the writer, off the hook. We both 
know that what I have to say is of 
limited value. So what I offer here 
is a short list of books that I believe 
you ought to consider reading, and 
why. 

Why read some of the books 
listed here? Please consider this 
rationale. Most of the books 
suggested here can be an antidote 
to the reductionism and foolishness 
of the modern and postmodern 
age in which we live. The ones 
written by believers engage society 
with the wisdom of the Scriptures 
and the Christian Faith. Unlike 
the seventeenth-century rationalist 
Descartes, these writers are not 
content with the confession, “I 
think, therefore Iam.” Even less do 
they subscribe to the Romanticist 
paraphrase: “I feel, therefore I am,” 
or to the recent reality television 
reduction of “I have gonads, 
therefore I am.” What these books 
do have is some sense of an ordered 
universe in which human beings 
live as finite, fallen creatures, 
dependent on God who is both 
creator and redeemer. The ones 
written by unbelievers are essential 
reading because of their influence 
in shaping our world or because 
their powerful insights can teach us 
something. 

Let me begin with two authors 
who were ancient Greek pagans, 
Plato and Aristotle. Do get to know 
something of Plato’s Republic and 
Aristotle’s Ethics. Both have shaped 
our Western culture deeply, for 
good and ill. It is a sign of common 
grace that each philosopher in 
a different way recognised that 
reality was a structured cosmos in 
which humans could find meaning 
if they subjected themselves to its 
laws. 

As Christians, we are wise to 
recognise that the Faith did not 


student at Hogwart’s. 

As the narrative unfolds, 
Voldemort’s purpose is revealed. He 
is seeking to learn the contents of a 
prophecy made about the one who 
would oppose him. His assumption 
is that, should he learn the contents, 
he will also learn how to destroy the 
boy who has so far been able to defy 
him. 

Rowlings makes no apologies 
about introducing darker, more 


mature tones. in 
this book. In our 
Disneyfied world 
of safe, cuddly 
children’s stories, 


the death of Cedric 
caught many people 
by surprise. She has 
said that as the initial 
readers of Harry 
Potter and the Philosopher's Stone grow 
older she will introduce themes 
appropriate to their age. By doing 
so, she has given herself the role 
of prophetess; she will introduce 
children the world over to the true 
nature of life, as if living life wasn’t 
good enough. 

To do this, Rowlings has begun to 
explore the emotional consequences 
of the magic used by her characters. 
The magic itself bears _ little 
resemblance to the séances, fortune 
telling, hexes, or ouija boards that 
terrified us in The Craft, but are 
simply childish. The names given 


to the verioulll ° 
obvious and u 
utterance of wo 


The, 
8 of those affected by 


n this most recent 
Potter installment, Harry is forced 
to write lines in detention. As 
detentions go, this one is anything 
but normal. ' teacher provides 
him with a quill but no ink. The 
quill magically produces a red ink, 
and the lines copied out again and 
again etch themselves into the back 
of Harry’s hand. The young wizard 
gradually realizes that the ink is his 
own blood. 

In this example scene, Rowlings 
drives home with vivid language 
the horror Harry experiences. This 
emotional element cannot be found 


in the initial Potter books. 

To match this darkening view of 
the nature of the world, Rowlings 
also makes this book the story of 
Harry’s coming of age, of his first real 
crush and first kiss. With all that has 
happened and is happening to Harry, 
it is understandable that Rowlings 
makes Harry a sullen young man 
who is angry at the world. After all, 
who among men, even the world’s 
greatest fictional boy-wizard, can 
understand women? 

In spite of these 
| new and more sinister 
developments in 
Rowlings’ publications, 
I believe it remains 
for Christians to tread 
more carefully than 
some have when 
making judgments 
about Harry Potter's acceptability. 
The ability to discern between good 
and bad is an important Christian 
discipline and must be cultivated. 
Simply adding Harry Potter to a 
black list of books not to be read is as 
childish as the form that magic takes 
in Rowlings’ fictional world. 

We should also remember that 
the modern fairy tale with its safe, 
predictable plot lines and happy 
endings are in part the result of a 
Disney monopoly on the telling of 
children’s stories. Many fairy tales 
originally contained all of the darker 
elements employed by Rowlings. A 


favourite of mine was the story of 
Bluebeard, who was a terrible man. 
He killed six of his wives and hid 
their bodies in a locked cupboard 
under the stairs—notice the Potter 
parallel. He was himself killed by the 
brothers of his seventh wife, a clever 
girl who discovered the fate which 
awaited her in time to fetch help. The 
sensitization of children’s stories is 
a recent cultural development. Is it 
possible then that Rowlings is right 
in her desire to tell a story true to 
life? 

One thing remains: can Rowlings 
keep her readers interested? Authors 
develop a loyal audience to which 
their work appeals by establishing 
for themselves a literary niche. That 
niche is their strength. The writers 
of comedy usually continue writing 
comedy; the writers of fantasy the 
same, and so on. It is rare to find a 
writer who has the literary ability to 
keep up the quality of their writing 
when they leave their niche. 

Rowlings was hugely successful 
in writing children’s books. The 
reasons were simple. Harry Potter 
and the Philosopher's Stone was a 
compelling children’s story. It was 
inventive and imaginative, and had a 
gripping narrative. Whether she will 
be able to maintain this quality in 
future Harry Potter books which she 
intends to bring out of the genre of 
children’s fiction into a more mature 
world remains to be seen. 


for Wisdom and Pleasure 


begin with us, nor are we its most 


reliable interpreters. We need 
to overcome our _ parochialism 
by deepening our knowledge 


of the apostles as taught by the 
Church Fathers. I find the Didache 
- writings by early second-century 
Christians in the Roman Empire 
giving an account of their faith - 
stirring reading. (We learn there, 
for example, that a witness against 
abortion and infanticide already 
characterized the Church then.) 

To find the foundation for a 
Christian worldview, we must 
read St. Augustine’s early fifth- 
century Confessions and The City of 
God. They shaped the culture of 
the Middle Ages in Europe, and 
our own theology may be seen as 
a series of footnotes to Augustine’s 
writings. 

We get a 
wonderful 
picture of the 
mind of the High 
Middle Ages in 
Dante’s Divine 
Comedy, where 
life and death are ns 
a drama played 
out between 
God's law, human 
sin, and Christ's 
redemption, 
Chaucer’s 
Canterbury Tales 
is a very human, 
later-medieval 
rendering 
of Christian 
pilgrimage. 
Norwegian 


Nobel Laureate nature but attempts to 
Sigrid Undset’s blame the world’s problems 
novel, Kristin 


Lavransdatter, was 

written in 1929, but set in medieval 
Norway; it depicts the struggle 
between sin and salvation in one 
womans life. Read it. You will 
be caught up in another world for 
several weeks (or months - it’s a 
long book!). 

In the Reformation period, | 
recommend delving into John 
Calvin's Institutes of the Christian 
Religion, The fact that it will be 
required course reading should not 
deter you. One recent author has 
said that Calvin’s heart was on fire 
but his mind was clear. To give more 
structure to your prayers, immerse 
yourself in the Anglican Book of 
Common Prayer. In the timeless 
prayers collected by the Reformer, 
Archbishop Thomas Cranmer, you 
will find deep spiritual wisdom 
and “the beauty of holiness.” John 
Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, which 
shaped the way English Protestants 
thought about our Christian 


Camamunas: MANS Es 00 


Marx and Engel’s The 

Communist Revolution 
rightly criticizes society's in 
selfish and acquisitive 


on economic systems. 


pilgrimage for several centuries 
after its publication in 1685, is also 
worth your time. 

We need also to read books that 
moved Western society 


away from holiness. John 
Locke's seventeenth- 
century Second tise on 
Government, altho still 


assuming many facets of 
Christian culture, charted a 
new secular society based 
on human autonomy and 
the human will. For the 
nineteenth-century we 
need to know Karl Marx 
and Friedrich Engels’ The 
Communist Manisfesto. These 
revolutionaries gave a trenchant 
critique of an acquisitive and selfish 
economic system which Christians 
need to hear, but 
pictured our problem to 
be a matter of economic 
systems rather than the 
human heart. 

A wise critique of 


revolution is found 
in Edmund Burke's 
Reflections on the 
Revolution in France 
and in G. Groen Van 
Prinsterer’s Unbelief 
and Revolution. As an 


elegant alternative to 
revolutionary pride, is 
a sterling eighteenth- 
century biography 
- John Boswell’s Life of 
Samuel Johnson. Jane 
Austen's novels, set 
early nineteenth- 
century rural England, 
such as Pride and 
Prejudice and Sense and 
Sensibility, slow down 
the pace of our lives and 
evoke wonder at the complexities of 
human life and moral quandaries. 
For the late nineteenth century, 
read a Russian novel, I recommend 
Fydor Dostoevsky’s, The Brothers 
Karamazov, While utopian 
revolutionaries were striving to 
build a heaven of their choosing on 
earth, Dostoevsky’s crowded pages 
are filled with characters grappling 
with the timeless realities of sin, 
guilt, and grace. The presence of 
God broods over those pages and 
can touch the lives of those who 
entrust themselves to this author. 
The last century was deeply 
marred by totalitarian ideologies, 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn was one 
of a few writers who predicted the 
fall of communism, seeing it as a 
delusion which could not ultimately 
prevail against the dependability of 
human nature and God's created 
order. Read his A World Split Apart, 
a 1978 commencement address at 


Harvard University, which gave a 
powerful critique of both totalitarian 
Communism and Western idols of 
individual autonomy. 

To answer the 
fallacies of our time, 
it is often good to go 
to those poets who 
| have a sense of what 
someone has called 


“the permanent 
things.” There are 
1 Christian poets who 
| have understood 


deeply the constant 
nature of the human 
heart - made _ to 
praise God, but in its fallen state 
in need of redemption. I turn to 
John Donne, a seventeenth-century 
London Anglican priest and his 
The Holy Sonnets. In our own 
time, T. S. Eliot’s The Four Quartets 


also provides medicine that is an 
antidote to the malaise of our age. 

Finally, both for our reading 
and our own writing, we need 
a dictionary and a thesaurus. [| 
use Roget's Thesaurus and for 
a dictionary, | Merriam-Webster's 
Collegiate Dictionary (all dictionaries 
are not created equal; be wary of 
ones that call themselves Webster's 
without Merriam, for they may be 
poor dictionaries). Although I use 
English and Canadian dictionaries, 
particularly when I fear that I may 
be falling into American spelling, 
I use the American Collegiate in 
part because it offers brief notes 
on the nuances of synonyms. Just 
the right word, whether crafting a 
declaration of war or a declaration 
of love, can make all the difference, 
while the wrong one can spell 
disaster. 
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BY JAKE BELDER classics, including 
the Beatles’ “Come 

Redeemer welcomed its first Together,” and Cat 
musical guest of the year to the Rec. Stevens’ “Cat in the 
Centre this past Thursday night. Cradle”. Sheldon 
Sheldon Reid, who lives here in took the opportunity 


Hamilton, performed several songs 
in the upstairs lounge to a crowd of 
fifty to seventy-five students. The 
setting was very informal, and before 
he began to play, Sheldon took the 
opportunity to meet and greet many 


of the students, involved the 
Sheldon, amember of the band One audience by passing 
Rich Fool, played for a little more than around a list of 


an hour. His selections included such 
popular tunes as Weezer's “Island 


to play several of his 
own band’s songs, 
in an admitted 
self-promotion 
of the band and 
their album, Reid 


songs and asking for 
requests from it. 


in the Sun,” Creed’s “With Arms Reid's music 

Wide Open,” Green Day's “Time of was generally well 

Your Life,”U2’s “One,” Tom Petty’s received, although 

“Free Fallin,” and Our Lady Peace's dwindling crowds 

“Innocent. He slso perttmmad afew’ toward ~~ ie Students enjoythe musical stylings of Sheldon Reid in the Rec Centre’s informal, laid-back atmosphere. —. 
re) i 
performance might have good, and his skill was apparent. He for themselves across Canada with Blessings Christian Marketplace on 
indicated otherwise. appeared to be very comfortable and their solid lyrics, and passionate Upper James Street in Hamilton. 


CHRISTY PATERSON 


His voice had a unique 
tone to it, sounding 
slightly like Steve Tyler, 
lead singer of Aerosmith, 
and though some of 
some of his selections, 
particularly a few of the 
covers, were somewhat 


relaxed, making jokes and conversing, 
easily with the audience. The 
informal atmosphere allowed people 
to come and go at will throughout the 
evening, 

Reid is the lead singer in the 
band One Rich Fool, where he is 
accompanied by guitarist Jonathan 


contemporary musical styles. Reid’s 
band played at the downtown 
Hamilton Nazarene Church this past 
Saturday night as the first part of 
their Eastern Canada tour, scheduled 
to be carried out during the next few 
months. They are also currently 
planning their first major US tour, 


weak, the show as a Adams, bassist Calvin Bryden, and and are scheduled to begin recording 
whole was nevertheless drummer Shane Laity. The band their second CD in November. 

well received. His has been together since 2000, and Their debut CD, _ entitled 
guitar playing was very they are quickly making a name “Waiting...”, is available at the 


You can check out the band online at 
www.onerichfool.com. 


Redeemer’s Ten Pillars, Continued 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 


turn their worshippers into the 
image and likeness of their very 
idol - a melancholy mockery of 
God's intention for human beings. 
Integral Christian scholarship 
always tries to be on guard 
against idolatries that can creep 
into our theorizing. Neocalvinism 
has done much pioneering work 
in laying bare the unexamined 
presuppositions that often go 
into scientific work. Decades 
before postmodern theorists drew 
attention to the hidden motors 
driving academic — scholarship, 
Neocalvinism showed that in field 
after field, presuppositions function 


not so much by social position or 
class bias, but, more fundamentally, 
by a scholar’s religious leanings 
and outlook. Thus Neocalvinism 
unmasked, in Clouser’s phrase, the 
myth of the academy’s religious 
neutrality and hasinvited academics 
to admit that scholarship too, like 
every other human endeavour, is 
a religious activity, serving God 
or his replacement. When that is 
admitted, the academic community, 
consisting of believers and non- 
believers, can begin to have an open 


discussion. about. ways in which . 


any of our presuppositions may 
be leading us astray and where our 


A far more attractive vista opens up 
for us: the multi-faceted creation 
order of God with its rich and vast 
complexity yet amazing coherence, 
to borrow Professor Normans pair 
of concepts from his address last 
week Tuesday. The world we study 
is an intricate fabric of multiple 
strands which nevertheless hangs 
together and can be made sense 
of. This confession saves us from 
falling into traps of reductionism, 
of claiming that one strand or 
dimension of reality - the one we 
happen.to kn@y most about - is 
the explanation of all the others, It 
is a liberating insight, and makes 


Hamilton Area 
Events Listing 


COMPILED BY DR. TIMOTHY EPP 


Winnipeg folk singer Christine 
Fellows comes to perform! On 
September 24, the show will be 
in Waterloo at the Starlight Social 
Club; on September 25", it will at 
The Underground in Hamilton; 
and on October 1, the show will 
be in Guelph at the e-bar. This folk 
singer, originally from Ontario, is 
acclaimed by the Globe & Mail and 
the CBC, and has toured with The 


Centre for the Arts; November 21 
they will be at the Cultural Centre 
in Chatham; and on November 22 
they will be at the Guelph Riverrun 
Centre. This group is promoted by 
Paste Magazine (see Student Life) 
and has recently toured with Bob 
Dylan. 

Brother of deceased folk rock 
legend Stan Rogers, Garnet Rogers 
is a great artist in his own right. He 
plays at the Brantford Folk Club on 
October 4. Garnet’s music offers 


uncritically asthe guiding principles theoretical distortions inevitably studying at Redeemer a joy and a Weakerthans and The Rheostatics. social commentary interspersed 
informing a discipline - from its reduce and thwart our humanity. privilege. Ithank God thatIcanbe She is currently touring with with attention to hope and 
very first empirical observations to part of it. Martin Tielli of The Rheostatics. optimism. 


its most comprehensive theoretical 
constructs. What is more, it showed 
how the choice for such implicit 
guiding principles is in turn guided, 


X. CREATION ORDER 
Reductionism is to be fingered 

and banned. That is a pillar at 

Redeemer. We are anti-reductionist. 


Tielli has received an award from 
the Ontario Arts Council. 

On October 3 catch Good 
Charlotte at Copps Coliseum! This 
post-grunge quartet from Maryland 
is touring with Something Corporate 
and The Living End. Amidst the 
usual songs of teenage angst, this 


Jacob Moon comes to. the 
Staircase Theatre in Hamilton on 
October 18 and 19, and then to St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
in Kitchener on November 19. 
This Christian singer is from the 
Hamilton area, and has played at 
Redeemer several times in the past 


group gives praise to God for their year. 

lives. Caution: they have been Tom Cochrane will be at 

known for mild vulgarities. the Niagara Food Festival on 
Also on October 3, Ron Sexsmith September 26 for a _ concert 


performs at Hamilton Place, and on 
October 4" at the Riverrun Centre 
in Guelph. This Pop/Folkrock artist 


rumoured to be free. This Christian 
rock artist (who supports World 
Vision) will perform songs of hope 


recently toured with Coldplay, and struggle. 

the Wallflowers, 

and Aimee Mann, Don’t forget these 
and is respected events coming up at 
by Elvis Costello, Redeemer: 

John Hiatt, and Paul On October 17, the 
McCartney. Ron wai Live Justice event 
Sexsmith — supports takes place, featuring 
the Martha Millard fa) Bill Mallonee (of 


Robinson Scholarship 


Vigilantes of Love) 


O PEN FO aioe Foundation, helping Hand Annie Quick. 
under-privileged This is an awareness 
children learn and campaign designed 
ee a - 

appreciate the arts. to bring to light 
His songs are of hope ™ | the oppression of 
and unconditional Cuban nationals 
love, and_ include ; imprisoned for 
the song “God Loves |Husband and wife team | playing leadership 
Everyone.” Martha's Trouble plan roles in the Cuban 
Folk-rock group The |@ Show at Redeemer for | Christian Trade 
Waifs are also coming |November. Stay tuned to | Union Movement 

to town, with several [find out when! (see pg. 5). 
show times and The Ancaster 


locations. On November 15, they 
will be at the Heritage Theatre in 
Brampton; November 20, the show 
will be in St. Catharines at the Brook 


husband/wife folk duo, Martha's 
Trouble comes to Redeemer in 
November. These Christian artists 
are also promoted by Paste Music. 
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NOTABLE QUOTABLES 


“The only problem with the 3:1 girl/guy ratio is that I 
don’t think that four people can fit on my bed.” 
- Joel Bydevaate 


“If you’re here for the gender course, or the sex course, 
you're in the wrong room. I know nothing about gender or 
Sex.” 

- Dr. Polman 


Defending accusations of his grandmotherly driving skills: 
“We got there safely, and that’s what I think is important.” 
- Rob Joustra 


“If I catch any plagiarism at this level, I take you out for a 
last meal at the top of the CN Tower. Then, I take the slow 
way down, and you take the fast way.” 

- Dr. Polman 


Submit your best quotes for the 
Backside to editor@thecrown.ca! 


WRITER 
RECRUITMENT 
SESSION 


Friday September 19 
at 11 amin Rm. 111 


MY COMPLIMENTS 
TO THE CHEF 
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ACROSS 


1, Slain nurse 

6. Angry 

9. Frills on a shirt 

14. Happen 

15. Climber 

16. Christian love 

17. Related to a chimp 

18. Prefix 

19, Golden times 

20. Cathartie 

22. Sausage 

23. One, two, three, ete. 

24. Spruce 

26. Type of cigar 

30. designers 

34. Pertaining to the third degree 
35. Turn the other one! 

36. North Chinese Dynasty 

37. Augury 

38. husband 

39. Biting comment 

40. Alamos, NM 

4\. What kind of bird gets worm 
42. Male name meaning spear 
carrier 

43. Dire 

45. Relating to the main trunk of 
the heart 

46. Computer’s 

47. Question 

48. Bundle of wheat 
51. Noggins 

57. Desert plant 
58. 100 square meters 
59. Roman palace 

60. Era 

61. Used to create roofs 
62. Rumours 

63. Present is one 

64. Rude 

65. Winter vehicles 


_and bytes 
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2. Beige colour 

3. National Center for Atmospheric 
Research (acronym) 

4. Drying oil used in varnishes 
5, Fundamental 

6. Type of dress 

7. Israel: Aviv 

8. Montezuma’s revenge 

9. Cross in the middle of the bio 
10, A rat 

11. The original Roseanne 

12. Op of closes 

13. Frivolous mood 

21. Digit 

25. Leered 

26. Reprimand 

27. A swelling 

28. More than hefty 

29. Card game 

30. Used to express futurity 
31. Dark complected 
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33. A prophetess 

35. Sparkle 

38. A handle 

39. Conceal 

41. An imposing structure 

42. Small gas-powered vehicles 
44. Barbed wire barricade 

45. Remains of fire 

47. Bitter 

48. Ella Fitzgerald specialty 
49. What some frats do 

50. Course in supply and demand 
52. Middle Eastern 

53. True 

54. Stare at 

55. No winner 

56. Lip 


Dorm 6 Takes the Cake! 


The winning dessert from Monday’s bake-off, prepared by Dorm 6 


Chilled 
Chocolate 
Dessert 


INGREDIENTS 


CRUST 

2 cups all purpose flour 

1/2 cup hard margarine or butter, 
softened 

1/2 cup brown sugar, packed 

1 tsp. vanilla 

1/4 tsp. salt 

1 large egg, fork beaten 


FILLING 
2 envelopes dessert topping (not 
prepared) 


2/3 cup milk 

8 oz. block cream cheese, softened 
1 cup brown sugar, packed 

1 pkg. instant chocolate pudding 
powder 

11/2 cups milk 

shaved chocolate (optional) 


DIRECTIONS 


CRUST 

Mix all seven ingredients in 
medium bowl until crumbly. Press 
evenly in bottom of ungreased 9 

x 13 inch pan. Bake at 350 degrees 
for 12 to 15 minutes until edges are 
golden. Cool. 


FILLING 
Beat dessert topping and first 
amount of milk together in 


JEN WEENING 


medium-sized bow! until stiff 
peaks form. Set aside, 


Beat cream cheese and brown 
sugar together in separate 
medium-sized bowl until smooth. 
Fold in half of the dessert topping. 
Spread over cooled crust, 


Beat pudding powder and second 
amount of milk together in small 
bowl until smooth. Spoon over 
cream cheese layer. Chill for about 
five minutes until set. 


Spread remaining dessert topping 
over pudding. Sprinkle shaved 
chocolate over dessert topping. 
Chill for at least 3 to 4 hours. 


Cut, serve, and enjoy! 


